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Bryant discusses Mississippi Works Agenda while on Oxford tour

JARED BURLESON | The Daily Mississippian

Gov. Phil Bryant visited Mississippi businesses in Oxford to help promote business growth.
Bryant speaks to reporters after a speech Tuesday.

BY JACOB BATTE
thedmnews@gmail.com

Newly elected Mississippi
Gov. Phil Bryant spent a day in

Oxford’s Industrial Park Tuesday, touring what he called two
“American icons.”
Bryant visited the city’s Caterpillar and Winchester plants.

“How fortunate we are to
have both of these manufacturing plants,” Bryant said. “I’m
here to see and encourage the
facilities. We want to thank
them and see if there is anything we can do to help their
process.”
Bryant said he and his staff
were visiting as part of a program called the Mississippi
Works Agenda. Before Oxford,
they visited the Severstal North
America plant in Columbus
and the Toyota plant in Blue
Springs.
“We want people to know that
Mississippi works, and we’re going to work hard to help them,”
he said.
Bryant will spend time with
the plants in Oxford this week
before heading off to the coast
to look at the Port of Gulfport,
which he describes as being one
of the largest economic devel-

opment projects in the state’s skill positions.
history.
“In my generation, there was
“We’re excited about that. a lot of work in what we called
With the widening of the Pan- ‘shop,’ he said. “Young men
ama Canal, we’re looking for would learn skills and mechanadditional businesses there in ics in carpentry and electronics.
the port,” Bryant said. “We’ll We’ve gotten away from that in
be talking about railroad and our school system. We believed
highway constructions from that everyone needed to go to
the Gulf Coast to Hattiesburg, college and get a liberal arts deMississippi.”
gree.”
They will be looking into opBryant said he sees this as a
portunities to recover natural challenge, but he hopes to help
gas just outside of the barrier change that and get more skill
islands, Bryant said.
workers in places like the Cat“It’s a huge industry in en- erpillar and Winchester plants.
ergy,” he said.
With funding for public uniAfter that the group is going versities decreasing across the
to make plans to visit Meridian nation, there is concern that
to work with its hospitals.
the focus on vocational jobs
“Health care is another large might affect this.
opportunity for growth,” Bry“One of the things that we
ant said.
tried to do was level-fund our
Bryant said he believes one of scholarship program that we
Mississippi’s problems is that its
citizens have gotten away from See BRYANT, PAGE 4

Ole Miss campus undergoing big-time renovations to multiple buildings
BY KAITIE HARRISON
kaitie.harrison@gmail.com

With more than $118 million in line to upgrade the
University of
Mississippi
campus, Ian Banner, Department of Facilities Planning
director, is overseeing all the
changes taking place.
“Its something we’ve always
taken extremely seriously —
that while we add buildings
to this campus and while we
have unprecedented growth,
we have got to be extremely
careful and respectful of what
we have here,” he said. “And
so (for the future) I would say
(I see) a very carefully controlled and planned growth.”
All of the work will be done
as part of the university’s
“master plan.”
“Everything has to be very
carefully judged and preconceived before we do it,”
Banner said. “We can’t build
buildings just for the emo-

inside

tions or an off-the-cusp decision. Everything has to fall in
with our master plan.”
Banner said the master plan
lists several projects.
The larger projects include
design and construction work
in the Student Union, with
an approximate construction
cost of $42 million. There
will also be a $35 to $39 million addition to the south side
of Natural Products.
The work on the Miller
Hall residence building will
be finished and ready for occupation at the end of July,
for a total cost of $32 million.
The $11 million used for the
recently finished Medicinal
Plant Research building also
added the new roundabout.
Dean of Students Sparky
Reardon said it is hard to
keep up with the changes.
“There have been so many
renovations since I first started here, it is kind of hard
to keep up,” he said. “Most
notably, the campus has expanded, been beautified and
has completely different traf-

Lenoir Hall studentrun restaurant
re-opens after
renovations
P. 6

fic patterns.”
Other campus improvements include building a new
$13 million mechanical plant
on the side of the Gertrude
C. Ford Center. This will be
under construction for a year
and will increase the capacity
to provide comfort with the
heating and cooling systems.
The campus is about to
embark upon possibly $10 to
$14 million of design work in
Coulter Hall, and for approximately $7 million, Lamar
Hall is about to be renovated
as well.
The work will include four
large classrooms holding 100
seats each. Falkner and Howry, the two buildings opposite
the Johnson Commons, are
also being renovated for $3.9
million. There will be a $2
million project to be completed at the tennis facilities.
The Johnson Commons,
both east and west, is going to
be redesigned and fully renovated. The Sally McDonald
Barksdale Honors College
will also have design work

INFOGRAPHIC BY CAIN MADDEN | The Daily Mississippian

The campus is currently undergoing more than $118 million worth of renovations, not
including renovations being done on athletics facilities.

done, but the project is new
and the costs have yet to be
calculated. There will also
be studies, included in the
master plan, on parking and
transportation.
There are several smaller
projects that are below the

Godwin brings energy and confidence
to Diamond Rebels
P. 7

TICKLED PINK AT THE TAD PAD

OLE MISS WOMEN’S BASKETBALL VS. ALABAMA

$1 million mark, which include lab work in Shoemaker,
roof repair at The Inn at Ole
Miss, mechanical work in the
Lyceum and work at the golf
facility.
See GROWTH, PAGE 6

Sophomore sensation:
Vlaar builds off
successful freshman
season
P. 8
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BY JOSH CLARK
jtclark1@olemiss.edu
@dm_toons

It’s time to step up to our role as ‘big brother’ again

BY ADAM
GANUCHEAU
aganucheau24
@gmail.com

We are a family at Ole Miss. Some
Mississippians would argue that the
state of Mississippi is like a family too.
In the wake of arguments between
Ole Miss and Mississippi State fans on
social media outlets about anything
imaginable, I thought about some
comparisons between the state universities and a family.
As Ole Miss fans, we have always
considered ourselves the big brother
in the family. Mississippi State is the
little brother that pesters us until we
give in.
We have taken the jabs from State
fans about our football team the last
three years. We have dealt with their
ultimate bragging. We have watched
their trashy billboards spring up across
the state and even embraced the concept enough to make our own, more
tasteful billboards. Now, we are starting to give in.

After about three years of patience
and contemplation, we are starting to
realize something: we are still the big
brother of the state of Mississippi.
Despite what a few billboards claim
or what a tasteless head coach and
administration say, we are the flagship
university in the state of Mississippi.
Recently, Ole Miss announced the
2012 Hall of Fame inductees. Take a
look at the hometowns of all 10 of the
inductees. All 10 claim towns in Mississippi as their hometowns. According to several comments from State
fans, all of our students are from out
of state and will contribute nothing
to the state of Mississippi after graduation — strike that billboard idea,
dawgs.
Take a tour of the UM Center for
Manufacturing Excellence and see
one of the most innovative educational
buildings in the country. Side note: it’s

part of the university’s School of Engineering, which is the oldest engineering school in the state of Mississippi.
Strike that billboard idea, dawgs.
It’s not all about sports, but I’ll go
there anyway. Take your three straight
Egg Bowls and take your recent headto-head success in pretty much all athletics, dawgs.
While you are busy putting up more
trashy, boastful billboards, we are going to come back and make you remember that we are the big brother.
Ask Super Bowl MVP Eli Manning or
the other players who led their teams
to NFL football success this season
whose state this is. Ask Hugh Freeze
how hard it is to come up with a top
50 recruiting class in the country after having just under two months to
recruit.
State’s “Play with the Best” billboard
in Oxford would have been great if it
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were legally sanctioned by the NCAA
or if “the best” was considered finishing a season in second-to-last place in
the SEC West and playing in a lowtier bowl game. Strike any future athletics billboard ideas, dawgs, for your
own sake.
We are starting to put the last few
years behind us, and it is showing.
We still are and always will be the big
brother of this family. We should give
some credit to State for trying to make
us lose sight of that fact, but it’s over.
We are the flagship institution of
the state of Mississippi, and a few billboards are not going to change that.
Much like the Ole Miss family, the
bigger family of the state will never be
changed. This is still our state.
Adam Ganucheau is a sophomore journalism major from Hazlehurst. Follow him on
Twitter @GanucheauAdam.
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Colleges overstepping boundaries when it comes to students’ rights

BY ALEC JONES
jonesalexander18@gmail.com

If you use Google or Wikipedia, you may be familiar with
something called SOPA. No,
it’s not a national debate about
Mexican soup. SOPA is legislation intended to censor the Internet, essentially suspending the
constitutional rights of American
citizens and corporations.
There’s a reason it was initially
unknown to the public; when
people realize their liberty is being stripped away they stand up
for themselves. Without grassroots efforts by citizens and activists, SOPA would have become
law. Fortunately, it did not.
Unfortunately, there are collusive interests operating behind
closed doors and assaulting our

freedom right here at Ole Miss.
The ASB Senate voted not only
in favor of the green fund, but
also for an outright prohibition
of smoking.
This is just a microcosm of
what’s harming the country on
a much broader scale — elitists
stripping the public of its rights in
the name of some greater good
because they think they are intellectually and morally superior
to the rest of us. It’s taking away
your freedom so that you can be
more free; it’s a blatant contradiction.
Only a sociopath would promote smoking or harming the
environment. This is about something more compassionate than
health and the environment,
however; this is about individual
rights. The green fund will force
you to pay an additional fee with
tuition. It presumes that you do
not know how to use that money
yourself and the environment is
doomed without telling you how

to live. It’s even being debated if
people should be punished for
smoking in their cars, extensions
of their own personal property.
These new rules are the SOPA of
Ole Miss.
Justin Pope, one of the activists involved with passing these
resolutions, said, “You’re taking
rights away from people.” That
may qualify as the most honest
thing said on the matter. There’s
no more eloquent way to put it
— the college experience is under attack.
College is about freedom and
diversity. Until recently, universities operated to provide a liberal
education; not liberal in the modern sense, but liberal in the classical sense — the education required to live life as a free human
being by engaging in free thought.
This model for the university has
been hijacked and turned into
an experiment of impractical
ideologies that suppress dissenting opinions. College has lost its

central role of imparting wisdom
and values upon students to carry
on as valuable citizens. It has now
become a place to indoctrinate
students, teach them to work like
automatons and get them used to
being told what to do by elitists.
It treats young adults as if they’re
still kids.
Saving the environment and
telling people how to live a
healthy lifestyle is not why Ole
Miss exists. That kind of thinking
is not what has kept this institution alive for 168 years. Creating
an over-regulated and authoritarian institution under the guise of
a university is a sacrilege to the
men and women who made Ole
Miss what it is for us today.
Ole Miss students have become
so disenfranchised due to poor
leadership, all the way from the
athletics department to parking
services. These new rules exploit
one Ole Miss problem and create
two more. We should strive for
more fairness, more freedom of

ideas and more individual liberty
— the central foci of a university
— not more ways to control the
higher education environment.
There is one thing that people
aiming to impose their will on
others just don’t seem to understand: individuals change
because of ideas, not coercion.
They can ignore reality as long as
they want, but they can’t ignore
the consequences of ignoring reality — passing collectivist laws
while giving the cold shoulder to
opposing viewpoints is as toxic to
the university as an oil spill is to
the Gulf of Mexico.
In the name of fairness, Ole
Miss needs to welcome lectures
and courses discussing all angles
of how environmentalism and
health mandates affect society.
It’s unlikely that will ever happen.
However, doing so would reveal
that these new rules are meritless.
Alec Jones is a junior accountancy
major from Catonsville.
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BRYANT,

continued from page 1

call MTAX,” Bryant said.
“That’s for middle-range, bluecollar kids, like I was, to give
them some opportunities to get
$500 to $1,000 that will at least
help them with paying in their
college.”
Bryant said even though they
want to help the state’s universities, the focus still needs to remain on vocation.
“We’ve got to understand that
manufacturing is the future for
us here in Mississippi,” he said.
“If we’re going to work, we’re
going to make things.”
Bryant said he can empathize
with parents who are concerned
about the rising cost of tuition
at schools, referencing his own
children, one of whom recently
graduated from the Ole Miss
Law School, while the other
graduated from the University
of Southern Mississippi.
“These kids are coming out
of school owing tens of thousands of dollars for their tuition,” he said.
The former political science
professor at Mississippi College
said even though he wants to
be able to give more funding to
universities, the Capitol is facing its toughest budget year in
a long time, losing $184 million
from the previous year’s budget.
“We’re going to spend about
$274 million of our savings trying to help prop ourselves up,”
Bryant said. “We’re going to
have to re-adjust the way we
think until this recession turns
around.”
On the topic of the tough
budget the state is facing, Bryant said there is going to be an
“across the board” cut of 5.5
percent, except in the governor’s office, which will take a
6.5 percent cut.
“There is no one that will not

JARED BURLESON | The Daily Mississippian

Gov. Phil Bryant promotes his Mississippi Works Agenda, which has an aim of helping businesses grow. Bryant also wants to help Mississippi by encouraging more young people to learn
jobs that require a set of skills, rather than just a college degree.

be affected by these cuts,” he
said. “It’s going to be difficult
for everyone.”
Two departments that avoided cuts are the Mississippi National Guard and the Mississippi Highway Patrol.
“Our men and women are
still at war, so we can’t cut the
National Guard,” Bryant said.
In regard to highway patrol,
Bryant said people are a safety risk if there is not a quality
number of patrolmen who have
been trained properly.
Bryant said there is a ray of
light so far in 2012, as he and
his administration brought in
$21 million more in January
than they projected.
“We may be turning the
corner on some of the tough
times,” he said.
Bryant said he wants Mississippians to understand that the
government can’t spend more
money than what it is bringing
in.

INFOGRAPHIC BY KELSEY DOCKERY | The Daily Mississippian

“

Statistics from the National Assessment of Educational Progress. How Mississippi children rank compared to national averages. While
Bryant would like to fund education more, he said this is the toughest budget year in some time.

“It’s so very hard because
there are so many interest
groups in that capital saying,
‘We need money for schools, we
need money for IHL, for community colleges,’” Bryant said.
“We’ve got to understand that
the way our national government got in trouble was fulfilling promises without the revenue to do so. We cannot spend
the money we do not have.”
In his State of the State address, Bryant said one of his
main priorities was job creation
within the state, though he did
not name any specific projects.
Bryant said he and his staff are
already working on ideas, but
that the tour of different facilities will give them more.
“What you have to be very
careful about is talking about a
project you don’t have because
then other states, other people
and other countries that (are)

interested hear about a specific
project that we may be courting, and another state may intervene and take them away,”
Bryant said. “We’re very careful not to talk about projects
until we know that we have a
memorandum, an understanding side.”
Bryant said one project is to
take the companies the state
already has and help them expand.
“We have thousands upon
thousands of manufacturers
here,” he said. “We need to pay
attention to our home-grown
businesses. Our local manufacturers need our help, too.”
Though there is going to be
a focus on Mississippi-owned
businesses that has not deterred
Bryant’s administration from
looking outside for other opportunities. This will be done
by the Mississippi Develop-

We want people to
know that Mississippi
works, and we’re going to work hard to
help them.

”

Phil Bryant ,

GOVERNOR

ment Authority, headed up by
Jim Barksdale.
“Jim is one of the premier
entrepreneurs and businessmen
in the world,” Bryant said. “He
has a wonderful Roledex of the
people we are contacting and
asking them to be a part of the
Mississippi Works Agenda.”
With the unemployment rate
almost 2 percent higher in Mississippi than in the rest of the
country, the state can only hope
that Mississippi Works, works.

respect mother earth, recycle your dm
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City searches
for more bids on
discovered silver
BY MEGAN SMITH
megansmith67@gmail.com

Lafayette County and the
city of Oxford are searching
for buyers for 42 bars of silver.
The bars, which weigh in
at 100 ounces each according
to an Associated Press report,
were found in a safety deposit
box during the closing of Baptist Memorial Hospital.
Before Christmas, the city
released a request for proposal. Five or six bids were
placed, but none were high
enough, according to Mayor
George “Pat” Patterson.
Silver was selling for around
$30 an ounce at the time, and
Patterson said none of the
bids were approaching that
amount.
In a statement to the AP,
Patterson said he could not
see anything less than $29 an
ounce being approved collectively by the Lafayette County
and City of Oxford boards.
Patterson also said the
amount is not set in stone and
may not currently be accurate.
The boards will continue to
reevaluate new bids based on
the current prices of silver.
“We just kind of keep an
eye on the price of silver,” he
said.
Patterson stressed that the
city was in no hurry to sell the
silver.
“We’re just kind of biding
our time and watching the
market,” he said.
Currently, the city is not
close to closing in on a deal
with any bidders.
Patterson said the board
plans to give itself 180 days,
or six months, to sell the bars
of silver. If it has not sold the
silver at that point, it will reevaluate and give itself another six months to sell the silver.
It is important to Patterson
that the decision made in regards to the sale is the best
decision for the entire community.
“We’re going to take our
time and try to make a good
decision for the community,”
he said.
Contrary to a prior announcement, the city does not
plan to save two bars to make
commemorative coins for the
175th anniversary of the city.
That plan was abandoned due
to high minting charges, said
Patterson.
Patterson said there is no
current plan for the money
that will come from selling the
silver.
“We’re going to try and
make the best decision we can
make for the community,” he
said.

INFOGRAPHIC BY CAIN MADDEN | The Daily Mississippian

Walk-in retail medicine clinic opens in Oxford
BY Jennifer Nassar
jennifernassar2@gmail.com

The growing industry of retail
medicine has brought the Clinic
at Walmart to Oxford.
Retail medicine, an industry
composed of small health care
facilities in retail stores with
pharmacies, has been providing
convenient, affordable and timely access to health services since
the first clinic opened in 2000.
The Clinic at Walmart in
Oxford has a staff of two nurse
practitioners, including Merilyn
Charlton, who said the idea to
bring the national trend to the
Oxford Walmart came about a
year ago.
“Walmart approached the
North Mississippi Clinics about
providing the opportunity of
quick, convenient health services,” she said. “The big draw
is convenience because there are
people who can’t afford to go to
other urgent-care clinics.”
The clinic opened on Nov. 22,
2011, and accepts nearly all insurances. It provides minor urgent care and a variety of wellness services, including physical
exams, vaccinations and treatment of common illnesses, said
Charlton.
Patients with serious illnesses
will be referred to a physician.
“The scope of practice is limited,” she said. “We don’t do
blood work or X-rays.”
For those who don’t have
health insurance, the rate for
the majority of services is $69.
Prices vary according to the services.
Junior dietetics and nutrition
major DeLayne Stodghill said
she believes the clinic is a good

service offered to the community, but it might not have the
same effect on college students.
“As far as the students go, I
don’t know if they’ll use it because we have the health center
on campus,” she said. “Maybe
for lower-income families —
they might use it because it’s
cheaper and convenient because
it’s in Walmart.”
The clinic is open seven days a
week, 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and from
1 p.m. to 6 p.m. on Sunday. No
appointment is necessary.
For more information, contact
the Clinic at Walmart at (662)
513-6682.

QUENTIN WINSTINE | The Daily Mississippian

Walmart’s new medical clinic caters exclusively to walk-ins and does not accept scheduled
appointments. The clinic accepts patients with and without insurance and can perform
school physicals.
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Lenoir Hall student-run restaurant re-opens after renovations
BY Justin Taylor
jdtaylo2@olemiss.edu

The city of Oxford is renowned for its many culinary destinations. From Jackson Avenue to the Square to
North Lamar, there are more
restaurants than anyone could
count. There’s Ajax, Old Venice and others on the Square,
then Big Bad Breakfast is just
up the road on North Lamar.
But if people aren’t looking
to go into town for dinner or
lunch and want a nice, sitdown restaurant, then look
no further than the University of Mississippi’s very own
student-run restaurant.
Just up Sorority Row, Room
103 in Lenoir Hall is Lenoir
Dining, a restaurant-café that
is student run and serves a
different menu each week.
Recently, Lenoir Dining underwent renovations that took
about six months to complete.
But now, with the renovations
completed, the restaurant reopened this week.
“We ripped up the old floor,
which was kind of slippery —
it was a tile and we put down
an expoxy-base, non-skid
floor,” said Kathy Knight, associate professor of nutrition
and hospitality management.
“We also renovated the walls
in the dining room. They had
been painted over wallpaper, so we took the wallpaper
down and patched the sheetrock and re-painted.”
Knight said the changing menu helps give students
more experience in preparing
food.
“We like to give our students the optimal experience
in food preparation, and if
you just serve the same foods
every week, they don’t get all

the different experiences in
fixing and making different
types of foods,” she said.
Price is also not a big concern if someone is not a student at the university. Students and faculty members
can eat at Lenoir for $7. For
anyone outside of Ole Miss,
it’s an extra $3.
For those trying to watch
their wasitline or lose a few
extra pounds in preparation
for spring break, don’t worry
about counting calories.
“We’re trying to make our
portion size a little bit smaller,” Knight said. “We’re trying to serve more fruits and
vegetables, and we’re also
trying to serve less fat. And
we’re going to have at least
one lower-calorie option on
every menu.”
Lee Dubose, an electrical
engineering sophomore from
Texas, and Caitlin Adams, a
junior from McComb, have
never heard of Lenoir Dining, like many students on
campus.
“I didn’t actually know it
existed until right now,” Dubose said.
“If there was something
(on the menu) that appealed
to me, then I would probably
give it a shot at least.”
Adams said she had never
heard of Lenoir Dining but
that “it would be convenient
for people on campus.”
Lenoir Dining re-opened
Feb. 7 and is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. for lunch
and 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. for dinner.
The weekly menu and reservation options are available
at www.lenoirdining.com. It
is preferred that people call
ahead and make reservations,
but walk-ins are accepted.

PHOTOS BY NORMAN SEAWRIGHT | The Daily Mississippian

TOP: The menu for the restaurant in Lenoir Hall is determined by hospitality management classes in the morning. Senior hospitality management major Marguerite Hackl prepares greek chicken pasta in the kitchen. BOTTOM: The restaurant in Lenoir Hall is student run and
open Tuesdays and Thursdays. Senior hospitality management major Lydia Sullivan waits on customers.
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“The major change I’ve noticed is the influx of students
and how the university has
done very little to accommodate the exponential growth,”
senior economics major Ellen
Karp said. “The new renovations are nice for an aesthetic
touch but hold very little value because they don’t alleviate the space issue that the
campus has with all the extra
students.”
Banner said the order in
which they renovate buildings
isn’t part of the master plan,
but the locations of the buildings are.
“The order is primarily
because of the problems we
have with the buildings that
have reached the end of their
useful life without renova-

QUENTIN WINSTINE | The Daily Mississippian

The Ole Miss campus is undergoing renovation, including that of prominent buildings such
as the Student Union, Turner Center and numerous residence halls. Pictured is the Ridge, a
set of new residence halls.

tions,” he said. “Those with
significant needs are the major renovations we have done
recently. We’re adding square
footage to the university, and
that’s because (of) the additional students, faculty and
staff.”

“I think that (the campus) is
headed in the right direction
and that under the direction
of Ian Banner in facilities
planning that we will continue to have a beautiful, userfriendly campus,” Reardon
said.
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Godwin brings energy and confidence to Diamond Rebels
BY DAVID COLLIER
dlcollie@olemiss.edu

Last season was a rather dismal one for the Ole Miss baseball team.
Yes, they were five outs away
from winning the SEC West,
but they didn’t. They only won
30 games, including just 13
conference wins, and missed
out on the SEC and NCAA
Tournaments for the first time
since 2003.
In other words, last year’s
squad did not live up to the
kind of expectations head
coach Mike Bianco has instilled in his program since he
was named head coach prior
to the 2001 season.
The only positive thing
about last season is that it
didn’t take long to figure out
what was wrong. For one, the
talent level up and down the
roster was not as deep as it
once was, and two, the team
could not hit consistently. Last
year’s team batting average
was just .282, which ranked
seventh in the Southeastern
Conference.
Therefore, Bianco made the
tough decision to go find a guy
to come in and bring a new di-

mension to the program. The
guy he found is Cliff Godwin.
Godwin came to Ole Miss
from the University of Central Florida, where he spent
the past three seasons as the
assistant head coach. In 2010,
Godwin was named Conference USA Assistant Coach of
the Year by SEBaseball.com, a
Rivals.com affiliate, after the
Golden Knights hit a school
and conference record .343
batting average and also set
school records with 78 home
runs and a .538 slugging percentage.
This past season, Godwin
was instrumental in guiding
Central Florida to an NCAA
Tournament berth for the
first time since 2004. He also
served as the recruiting coordinator at UCF, where he
landed back-to-back top 20
recruiting classes in 2010 and
2011, including the fourthranked class in the nation in
2010.
Prior to his most recent stop
at UCF, he also served as an
assistant coach at UNC-Wilmington, Vanderbilt, Notre
Dame and LSU. Under head
coach Paul Manieri at LSU, he
helped build the top recruiting

class in the nation in 2007 and
helped guide the Tigers to the
2008 College World Series
Championship.
Now that Godwin is on staff
at Ole Miss, he can’t wait to
start the 2012 season.
“It’s been great,” he said.
“The guys on the team have
taken a great work ethic and
a great attitude that I’ve tried
to bring to the table. They’ve
brought a lot of energy to
the table. (Everyone) has welcomed me with open arms,
and it’s been a great few
months so far.”
Godwin’s influence has
spread throughout the Ole
Miss locker room.
“He’s the energy bringer,”
senior first baseman Matt Snyder said. “There’s no doubt
about that. He comes in ready
to go. From the very beginning to the very end, he’s honest making sure we have a lot
of energy.
“He’ll be here if you need
extra ground balls or anything
like that. He’s one of those
guys that is always here for us
and will put (himself) second
to the team.”
One thing Godwin is trying to instill in the Ole Miss
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New baseball assistant coach Cliff Godwin is bringing confidence to the baseball team.

offense is situational hitting
like getting bunts down, hitting with two strikes or hitting with a runner on third
with less than two outs, and it
hasn’t taken long for his work
to be seen with the hitters on
the team.
In several intersquads the
team has had since opening
spring practice, Godwin has
a runner put on base and the
leadoff batter must bunt him
over successfully, or there will
be a price to pay later.
That is just one example of

Godwin’s early influence with
the team.
Godwin has also done his
best to make the Ole Miss batters more confident at the plate
because, to Godwin, that’s the
most important thing.
“That’s the biggest thing,”
he said of confidence. “When
you get guys that start believing and get confidence, they
can see the improvements and
start feeling good about themselves. We’ve got to keep that
going and get better every
day.”
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Ole Miss soccer signs top 25 class BRACKETOLOGY,
continued from page 12

BY JAKE THOMPSON
jcthomps@olemiss.edu

With all the hype and discussion surrounding college football’s National Signing Day, the
Ole Miss women’s soccer team
had some big recruiting news of
its own that went under the radar.
On National Signing Day last
week, Ole Miss signed 10 players from all over the nation. The
class, ranked 21st nationally, is
one of the best in the history of
Ole Miss soccer. It consists of one
goalkeeper, four defenders, two
midfielders and three forwards.
“It’s a class we are really proud
of,” head coach Matt Mott said.
“Rob (Thompson) and Becky
(Fletcher) worked really, really
hard to go out and find quality
student-athletes. (They) tried to
go out and fill the need that we
have in a bunch of different positions with the loss of the senior
class and areas that we are trying to improve, and we kind of
feel like we have been able to do
that.”
The 2012 class is one full of
accolades and accomplishments.
There are three high school AllAmericans in defenders Maddie
Friedmann and Jessica Hiskey,
along with forward Olivia Harrison. The class also includes two
players from the state of Mississippi, Laurel’s Sara Coleman

from West Jones High School and
Tupelo’s Georgia Russell. Russell
signed in December and enrolled
at Ole Miss last month after graduating from Tupelo High School
in three and a half years.
“It says a lot about Georgia
and her wanting to be here and
wanting to start a little earlier,”
Mott said. “She’s done great;
she’s come in, done some workouts and is playing really well. We
are really happy with her.”
Mott said the Ole Miss campus
played an important role in landing such a great class.
“I think we were able to get really good players interested and
get them on campus,” he said.
“When you get student-athletes
on campus, your chances go way
up in being able to get them to
commit. The 10 of them just fell
in love with the place.”
The rest of the 2012 class will
make their way to Oxford this
summer and in early August.
Until then, Mott is busy preparing the current team for its slate
of spring matches, which begin
March 2 against Mississippi State
in Jackson.
Mott also said sophomore
Rafaelle Souza is close to earning a spot on the Brazilian National Team that will compete
at the 2012 Summer Olympics
in London. Preliminaries for the
women’s soccer competition start
July 25.

years?
JL: It’s beginning to reflect
the fact that the tournament
expanded in the last couple of
years. Like last year, UAB got in
without beating a single at-large
team in the field. Normally, that
would be impossible. And, Mississippi now, they have got twice
as many, if not, three times as
many losses to potential postseason teams as they do wins. Normally, you would look at their
resume and go, “That’s a NIT
team.” But, at least three and
maybe more NIT-type teams
are now getting into the NCAA
Tournament. Good for them if
they can be one of them.
AM: How does the computer resume (RPI: 51,
SOS: 48) match up with the
eye test for Ole Miss? How
does the selection balance
those two factors?
JL: I don’t think they’re great
on the eye test, and I think some
of the other rating systems back
that up. The Pomeroy (ratings)
has them in the low 100s (104)
and Sagarin (ratings) has them
in the 90s (95), but they did play
a decent non-conference schedule, and that’s helping them.
They got to get 11 conference
wins, counting the SEC Tournament. That would seem, to me,
to be the magic number. Kind
of be like Penn State last year,

which plodded along in the Big
10 and won three games when it
mattered most.
AM: How many Southeastern Conference teams
do you think get in the
NCAA Tournament?
JL: If I had to bet, I would bet
on five (teams). I think Ole Miss
will fall just short at the end of
the day and the same for Arkansas. Although, I suppose one of
those two, which are pretty close
to the bubble, could move up.
Normally, I would say one of
them would move up. But right
now, the fifth team in, I think, is
Alabama, and they’re not a lock
because they’re only 4-4 in conference, and they were really fortunate to escape with that home
win on Saturday.
AM: At the end of the day,
what do you think the difference is in making the
NCAA Tournament and
missing the NCAA Tournament?
JL: I think it comes down to
this: to play in the NCAA Tournament, to me, you have to prove
that you can beat other teams
in the field, ideally away from
home - whether that’s neutral
or whether that’s road, whether
that’s conference tournament
or whether’s that’s regular season. And Ole Miss has failed
far more often than they have
succeeded in that pursuit. They
need to tilt it, maybe not back all
the way, .500 against those kind
of teams, but better than they
are right now.

Sophomore sensation: Vlaar builds off successful freshman season
BY MATT SIGLER
mcsigler@olemiss.edu

Sophomore Vivian Vlaar became an Ole Miss Rebel Netter at
the age of 17.
Although young, her game was
like that of a seasoned veteran. In
her freshman season, Vlaar compiled a 25-9 overall singles record,
which included a 12-match win
streak from Jan. 14 to March 6.
Vlaar also posted a winning record in doubles at 11-9.
Now a sophomore, the Kinrooi,
Belgium native is already off to a
good start. She was named SEC
Player of the Week after her performance at the ITA Kick-Off
Weekend in Tallahassee, Fla.
Coming off wrist surgery in the
offseason, Vlaar was playing in
only her fourth match of the year.
Against No. 29 Texas A&M in

(

the first round, Vlaar trailed 4-2 in
the third set and won three straight
games to go ahead 5-4 before winning a tiebreaker. Against No. 18
Florida State in the second round,
she trailed 5-3 in the second set,
already down a set, and rallied to
win the set 7-5 and won 6-0 in the
third set to clinch the team’s spot
in this weekend’s ITA National
Team Indoor finals.
While in Europe, Vlaar reached
the quarterfinals of the Dutch
18-under National Indoor Championship and achieved a high
ranking of No. 34 in the Dutch
Senior Rankings. However, before
she came to Ole Miss and experienced college tennis first hand,
Vlaar didn’t think of tennis as a
team sport.
“I didn’t really know what college tennis was going to be (like),”
she said. “Quickly, I learned that
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Women’s tennis sophomore Vivian Vlaar is 3-1 in singles and was named SEC Player of the
Week after the ITA Kick-Off Weekend in Tallahassee, Fla.

it was a team sport. Tennis is normally an individual sport, but I
think the best thing about college
tennis is that you’re there with
your whole team.”
Vlaar has quite the supporting
cast on this year’s team, ranked
No. 23 in the latest ITA national
rankings. So far this season, Vlaar
is 3-1 in singles, while senior Kristi
Boxx is 4-1 at No. 1 singles and
5-0 at No. 1 doubles with fellow
senior Abby Guthrie and sophomore Caroline Rohde-Moe is a
perfect 5-0 at No. 2 singles.
“I would like to be back at No.
15 or (No.) 10 because that’s what
we were when I came here,” Vlaar
said.
Last time out, Ole Miss won
the double points and led 3-1 be-

fore Texas Tech rallied to win the
match 4-3.
“I definitely think this loss made
us stronger,” Vlaar said of the loss
to Texas Tech. “For me, personally, I had an injury. And now I
know that when I’m down and
whenever I’m not playing well, I
cannot just accept that. I’ve got to
find ways to get over that.
“I think the team’s biggest lesson is that we have to go for every
point and not only when we see
we are down 3-0.”
Vlaar and the 23rd-ranked
Rebels return to action this weekend at the ITA National Team Indoor finals in Charlottesville, Va.
Ole Miss plays top seed and No. 3
Duke in first-round action Friday
at 9 a.m.

sports briefs
Bolden, Massie
Among Invitees To
NFL Combine
Ole Miss’ Brandon Bolden
and Bobby Massie are among
the official invitees to the NFL
Scouting Combine, the league
announced Tuesday.
More than 300 prospects will
participate in the Combine Feb.
22-28 at Lucas Oil Stadium in
Indianapolis. Top executives,
coaching staffs, player personnel departments and medical
personnel from all 32 teams will
be on hand to evaluate the nation’s top college football players
eligible for the upcoming NFL
Draft.
A running back from Baton
Rouge, La., Bolden finished his
career ranked second in school
history in both total touchdowns
and rushing touchdowns, third
in all-purpose yards and fourth
in rushing yards. He was an AllSEC honoree in 2010 and named
Ole Miss’ Most Valuable Senior
by the Jackson Touchdown Club
in 2011.
Massie elected to bypass his
senior season to enter the draft.
The 6’6,” 315-pounder from
Lynchburg, Va., played in every game the last three seasons,
starting the last 29 at right tackle.
Massie blocked for 14 individual
100-yard rushing performances,
including a pair of 200-yard outbursts.

Memphis to join Big
East
Memphis is the latest school to
sign up for a spot in the new Big
East.
A person familiar with the
decision says Memphis is joining the Big East for all sports in
2013.. The person spoke to The
Associated Press on condition of
anonymity because an official
announcement would be made
Wednesday.
The Big East announced it
would hold a teleconference with
Commissioner John Marinatto,
University of Memphis President
Shirley C. Raines and Memphis
Athletic director R.C. Johnson,
though it did not give any details
about what would be discussed.
Johnson said a new conference
would be held in Memphis after
the teleconference to discuss the
university’s athletic affiliation.
The Big East is trying to replace basketball powers Syracuse
and Pittsburgh and West Virginia, and create a football league
with at least 12 teams. Syracuse
and Pittsburgh are leaving for
the Atlantic Coast Conference
and West Virginia is headed to
the Big 12.
The Tigers will become the
fourth Conference USA team to
move to the Big East in the last
two months, along with Houston, Central Florida and SMU.
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Aaa self storage
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www.myoxfordstorage.com
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Room for Rent
Room for rent Bedroom in house
on 1 acres wooded lot, full house access, non-smoker.
j.toddnewton@yahoo.com

Follow
us Anywhere
twitter/thedm_news

Weekend Rental

Student Delivery Person Needed

weekend rentals Football availability online now. www.oxfordtownhouse.com/
EventAvailability.aspx
(662)801-6692

The Daily Mississippian has an opening
for a student to deliver the paper for the Spring.
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Facts, Options and Support... Free and
Confidential. wwwpregnancyoxford.com
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National Signing Day: a week later
BY Bennett Hipp
jbhipp@olemiss.edu

Transition classes are always
tough. In Houston Nutt’s first
class at Ole Miss, he signed 31
players, many of whom never
contributed or qualified.
For new Ole Miss head
coach Hugh Freeze, his transition class is a little bit different. The Rebels signed only
13 players on signing day
but added four junior college players in December and
two greyshirts from last year’s
class.
The 2012 class is not great
by any means, but Ole Miss
did well enough to take away
some positives.
While the class lacks depth
as a whole, there are impact
players at the top.
Landing Channing Ward
was Freeze’s first statement
that he was a big-time recruiter. Ward is one of the top
players in the country and is
someone Ole Miss can build
around.
In addition to Ward, holding
on to running back I’Tavius
Mathers was huge. Mathers

wavered after the coaching
change and was courted again
by some of the top schools in
the country but held steady
and stayed with the Rebels.
Other early contributors
from this class look to be
running back Jaylen Walton,
defensive tackle Issac Gross,
defensive back Trae Elston,
offensive tackle Pierce Burton
and, possibly, quarterback Bo
Wallace.
A pair of athletes in Mike
Hilton and Quintavius Burdette could also find some
playing time at various spots.
So while the Ole Miss
2012 class is not deep by any
means, it could have at least
six or seven players who contribute early and play meaningful snaps.
For a transition class, that’s
not too bad.
It seems strange to say, but
Freeze and his staff ’s recruiting abilities were on full display with some players that
Ole Miss didn’t land.
Some players Freeze got
in on late include linebacker
Khalid Henderson (Kentucky), running back Justin
Taylor (Kentucky) and junior

college wide receiver Cordarrelle Patterson (Tennessee),
who all signed elsewhere.
The Rebels received official
visits from all three players
and appear to have finished
as close runners-up for them.
Other players that Ole Miss
came in second for include
defensive end A.J. Jefferson,
athlete Sheldon Dawson and
quarterback Jeremy Liggins.
Losing those players hurt
Ole Miss’ class, but Freeze’s
ability to come so close to
landing some of those prospects bodes well for the future.
It will be interesting to see
how Freeze does in the 2013
class. The state of Mississippi
boasts a good crop of talented juniors, and the Memphis
area Freeze has stressed is
filled to the brim with talent
too. Not to mention Ole Miss
has a connection with the top
overall player in the country,
Robert Nkemdiche.
After showing off his recruiting prowess in just two
short months for the 2012
class, Freeze has the chance
to land a very special player
this time next year.

PHOTO COURTESY THE TENNESSEAN
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TOP: Blackman (Tenn.) running back I’Tavius Mathers. BOTTOM: Sandy Creek (Ga.) athlete
Mike Hilton

Ole Miss football 2012 recruiting class in perspective

BY DAVID
COLLIER
dlcollie@olemiss.edu

Now that National Signing
Day has come and gone, recruiting junkies only have one
thing left to do: wonder.
Those wonderers will sit
around and ask themselves if
Hugh Freeze’s recruiting class
was good enough or if it will
be something that ruins his career at Ole Miss, much like it
did Houston Nutt.
Those wonderers will sit
around and think to themselves, what if Ole Miss had
landed Lafayette quarterback
Jeremy Liggins, who picked
LSU over the Rebels, or Long
Beach
linebacker
Richie
Brown or even North Pike defensive end A.J. Jefferson, both
of whom signed with Mississippi State? What could have
been?
To those wonderers, all I

have to say is this: relax. Take
a deep breath and calm down.
I realize Ole Miss missed
out on a lot of good players,
including those listed above,
as well as cornerback Sheldon
Dawson, running back Justin
Taylor and junior college wide
receiver Cordarrelle Patterson.
I realize how close Ole Miss
was to landing those guys and
what a big impact that would
have had.
But what many of those
wonderers fail to realize is how
tough recruiting can be not
only in general, but also given
the circumstances.
Freeze was named head
coach on Dec. 5, and his full,
on-the-field staff was not completed until Jan. 13. That is
less than a month to hit the
recruiting trail and land these
guys, compared to the relationships other coaches around the
country have had with them
for about two years.
Just think about who you
would trust more – a friend
you’ve known for two years
or a friend you’ve known for
a few weeks? There’s really no
comparison.

Secondly, recruiting class
rankings are overrated. There
are too many factors that determine what kind of player
a high schooler is going to be
that it can’t be predicted. Does
it help to sign the more highly
thought-of guys? Of course,
but that isn’t everything.
Look at Virginia Tech, for
instance. Over the past 10 seasons, their recruiting class has
an average ranking of 28.5,
according to Rivals.com and
30.3 on Scout.com, but they
have managed to average more
than 10 wins a season, including five BCS bowl appearances
in the same time span.
What about Oklahoma
State? They’ve had an average
class ranking of 29.75 on Rivals.com and 30.25 on Scout.
com over the past four years,
but the Cowboys have averaged more than 10 wins a year
in those seasons, including a
win in the Fiesta Bowl this past
season.
So how does Ole Miss stack
up to those programs? During
the Nutt era, the Rebels had
an averaging recruiting class
ranking of 20.75, according to

Rivals.com and 22.5 on Scout.
com, but Ole Miss averaged
only six wins a season during
that period, including just 2.5
SEC wins a year.
So while I know everyone is
thinking this year’s class must
be really bad compared to
those, it’s not. Those classes
had more attrition than most
in the country. Nutt was not
a bad recruiter by any means.
He just didn’t bring in guys
that would stick around long
enough to make an impact.
In Nutt’s first class in 2008,
12 high school guys of the 30
players he signed were not on
last season’s roster.
In 2009, 19 of the 37 were
not. In 2010, 10 of the 25
were not. So in Nutt’s first
three recruiting classes, 41
high school players of the 92
players he signed left for one
reason or another. That is no
way to build a program.
It’s common sense to assume
that the first year of recruiting
isn’t going to be the greatest
because it is so hard to build
relationships in transition
years, but where does Freeze’s
first class rank against Nutt’s

and Ed Orgeron’s first classes?
Orgeron’s first class was in
2005, and the average star
ranking out of five was 2.56
average on Rivals.com and
2.5 average on Scout.com. For
Nutt, his first class had a star
average of 2.71 on Rivals.com
and 2.68 on Scout.com.
Despite being ranked a
lot lower than those classes,
Freeze’s class this year had an
average star ranking of 2.94,
according to Rivals.com and
2.82 on Scout.com.
So before all of you go and
panic about a low ranking for
the recruiting class, be patient.
Everyone knew it would take
some time to build this program back up. Just imagine if
Freeze can keep these guys on
campus for four years. Then,
you’re talking about a senior
class of Channing Ward,
I’tavius Mathers, Issac Gross,
Trae Elston, Temario Strong
and Jaylen Walton. That alone
is an impressive list of seniors
who could very well be bigtime contributors.
So hang in there, and see
what Freeze and this staff can
do.
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Bracketology: Ole Miss edition
The Daily Mississippian’s sports editor Austin Miller caught up with ESPN’s Joe Lunardi to discuss the Rebels’ NCAA Tournament chances at the halfway
point of the Southeastern Conference schedule.
Austin Miller: In your latest bracket on Monday, Ole
Miss was one of your first
four teams out. Elaborate
on that and what’s your
overall assessment of Ole
Miss’ season?
Joe Lunardi: Ole Miss was one
overtime away from being in the
bracket with the game on Saturday. I think they’re going to stay
right on the edge — either just
in or just out – unless they can
string (wins) together. They’ve

pretty much been win one, lose
one, win one, lose one, all the way
since league play began. If they
could have a week where they
win twice, that would probably
be enough to keep them there. If
they string together a week more
than once where they win twice,
that would probably put them
over the top. This bubble is soft,
and they can do it. Playing .500 is
not going to do it.
AM: What do you think
the magic win number is for

Ole Miss to be on the right
side of the bubble come Selection Sunday?
JL: I think the minimum is
probably 10 (conference wins) to
feel confident and, then, depending on the draw, you certainly
don’t want to lose to a lesser team
in the conference tournament. If
they get to 10 (wins), they might
not need to win an “up” game,
they might just need to avoid losing a “down” game. They would
have a hard time getting to 10

(wins) without beating two or based on that, and it was Georgia
three pretty good teams. They that got in. Generally speaking,
got to get a couple more scalps.
if they lose at Missisisppi State,
AM: How big is Thursday their position is going to remain
night’s game at Mississippi unchanged because they’re supState?
posed to lose to Mississippi State;
JL: If they could put together a they’re supposed to split that. But
season sweep together over a team if they sweep them and then they
that they’re going to be in direct beat either Vanderbilt or Kencompetition with, that would be tucky, now we’re talking.
huge. Although I seem to rememAM: How “soft” is bubble
ber last year it didn’t help Ala- this year compared to other
bama out that they swept Georgia. I made the case for Alabama See BRACKETOLOGY, PAGE 8

UM, No. 18 MSU rematch Thursday: news & notes
BY David Henson
dahenson@olemiss.edu

Rebels look to avoid
Starkville woes
The Ole Miss men’s basketball
team will travel to Starkville on

Thursday for a rematch against
No. 18 Mississippi State. In the
teams’ first meeting on Jan. 18,
Ole Miss upset then-15th ranked
Mississippi State 75-68 in Oxford.
The Rebels are 24-90 all-time
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playing in Starkville, with their
last win coming in Janaury 2009,
a 67-63 win over their in-state rivals. That was also the Rebels’ first
road win in the series since 1998
and only their fourth since 1981.
This past season, Mississippi
State defended their home court
at the Hump with a 71-58 win to
sweep the season series. The Ole
Miss team looks to sweep the season series for the first time since
1998.
Ole Miss enters the game
tied for fifth in the Southeastern
Conference standings with a 4-4
league record, while the Bulldogs
enter tied for third in the league at
5-3.
Thursday’s game from the
Humphrey Coliseum in Starkville
will tip-off at 6 p.m. and will be
televised on ESPN2.
Rebels filling up stat
sheets
After Saturday’s heartbreaking
double-overtime loss at Alabama,
Ole Miss is at the exact midway
point of conference play. With
eight conference games left before the SEC Tournament begins
in New Orleans on March 8, the
Rebels sit at 14-8 overall with a
4-4 league record.
Ole Miss will look to improve on
their 1-2 record this year against
ranked opponents. Along with
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an upset win against Mississippi
State, Ole Miss lost 96-66 to 19thranked Marquette in November
and lost 64-60 to 13th-ranked
Florida less than two weeks ago in
Oxford.
Since league play began in
January, Ole Miss leads all SEC
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Junior forward Reginald Buckner blocks Mississippi State junior forward Arnett Moultrie.
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teams in rebounding (42.1 rpg)
and rebounding margin (+8.4
rpg). The Rebels are currently
third in the league and 29th in the
nation in field goal percentage defense, holding opponents to 39.5
percent shooting for the season.
The Rebels are also 11-3 when it
holds opponent below 40 percent
shooting for the game.
Junior forward Reginald Buckner leads all active SEC players
with 210 career blocks, which is
also good for a school record. As a
team, Ole Miss ranks 17th in the
nation with 5.5 block per game,
led by Buckner’s 2.6 blocks per
game.
Ole Miss Athletics Media Relations
contributed to this report.

